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Hello Akaiwa people! | am Joel Weidenhamer, the new ALT for Sakuragaoka Jr. High
School. [ come from a small American town amongst the rolling hills of Ohio. Before coming
here, 1 studied American poetry in college while working at my uncle’s pizza shop. In my
20s | enjoyed traveling all over America and living in many different cities. It has really
influenced how | spend my free time, where I'm likely to freauent coffee shops and write
letters, go camping, and meet new interesting people at restaurants [ walked into for the
first time.

Even after one year in Okayama, my Japanese is still really bad, but it's one thing | hope
to spend time improving whenever possible. Everyone tells me Akaiwa is a friendly place, so

[ hope to be a part of that local charm. If you see me, please say hello. | am never
too busy to chat with people. Stay Classy, Akaiwa!
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